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book of De Tocqueville on Democracy in America.
Some of the younger speculative minds in France were
deeply struck by the revival of democratic ideas in
France at the Revolution of 1830, and among them,
was Alexis de Tocqueville, born a noble and educated
in Legitimisin. The whole fabric of French Revolu-
tionary belief had apparently been ruined beyond hope
of recovery, ruined by the crimes and usurpations of
the Convention, by military habits and ideas, by the
tyranny of Napoleon Bonaparte, by the return of the
Bourbons with a large part of the system of the older
monarchy, by the hard repression of the Holy Alliance.
Yet so slight a provocation as the attempt of Charles
X. to do what his brother had done8 without serious
resistance, brought back the whole torrent of revolu-
tionary sentiment and dogma, which at once overran
the entire European continent. No doubt it seemed
as if there were something in Democracy which made
it resistless ; and yet, as M. Scherer has shown in one
of the most valuable parts of his pamphlet, the French-
men of that idea did not mean the same thing as the
modern French Extremist or the English Radical
when they spoke of Democracy. If their view be put
affirmatively, they meant the ascendency of the middle
classes ; if negatively, they meant the non-revival of
the old feudal society. The French people were very
long in shaking off their fear that the material advan-
8 By his Ordinance of September 1816.